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EMPOWERED NEWSLETTER

Ramping up flood relief efforts: Haley Griffith, Vivian Bumgarner and Vicky Ferguson, of
Mountain Projects

Fundraising for Displaced Community Action Employees
Sometimes the Helpers Need Help Too

SOMETIMES
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HELP TOO!
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Dear Colleagues - Western North Carolina has been devastated by the remnants of
Hurricane Helene. Agency colleagues in the mountains are busy serving community
members who have experienced deep loss in this disaster. We have learned over the last
two days that at least four community action staff have lost their homes or experienced
extreme damage. Let’s help the helpers this time and ensure our colleagues have what
they need.

Contribute if you can at this link: https://gofund.me/c79dbf99
Sharon Goodson, Executive Director
#CommunityAction
#nccommunityactionassociation
#CommunityActionWorks
#hurricanehelenerelief

Read Press Release

Flood Notes From Our Agencies

From Blue Ridge Community Action
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Blue Ridge Community Action, Morganton

Damage
Hurricane Helene has caused catastrophic damage across the Western Region of North
Carolina. We at Blue Ridge Community Action, Inc. are extremely grateful that we did not
experience any casualties. However, over half of our staff are currently without power, and
some are also without water. Additionally, cellular and internet services remain minimal.

Our administrative building, which houses Finance, HR, Adult Day Care, Head Start/EHS,
Smart Start, Childcare, Weatherization, and Case Management, was flooded, resulting in
a complete loss of all contents and condemnation of the building.

We are working diligently to restore Finance and HR services as quickly as possible.

Additionally, we are in the process of identifying temporary locations for our Adult Day
Care and Childcare classrooms.

From Blue Ridge Opportunity Commission


https://q4aehmdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlqURqO9jnmXqR_iRf57edeMbxmHWqjQa1YthmT9LF2aDP1EEtmsGMLx_B0zXbcF2as8lQS5EEU411X0g50YitUzVx6stFtbDeh1Wt93Yjwhi_WoPPq_xzWpBIT200JZP7MiKhad2ct-EPBbOROf-UPsm3u6BsGsO0dVOj6FAMihuvPslIhsU_b_zq5M5Pls5m7BiZwjZfCM0pMcEbSw-3s0ZrIajhqdz7xdaHxDfImQJwNXTW68AVU6jkH4hY813YjNXgfjzAxtECpWf1QKPsW5pm8XPvgufXf0PF_jPk9vEDbsFkSFFA==&c=yS41U44_810fWCb0KgQcPgyIP9kqtj9M3XKO_EbuGVdS2wip5JTGPw==&ch=1HJvTDzDHahq2eDcZXETHHEzbr-Rc-TWLcgU-qlkdIAtStVOBt4L7w==
https://q4aehmdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlqURqO9jnmXqR_iRf57edeMbxmHWqjQa1YthmT9LF2aDP1EEtmsGMLx_B0zXbcF2as8lQS5EEU411X0g50YitUzVx6stFtbDeh1Wt93Yjwhi_WoPPq_xzWpBIT200JZP7MiKhad2ct-EPBbOROf-UPsm3u6BsGsO0dVOj6FAMihuvPslIhsU_b_zq5M5Pls5m7BiZwjZfCM0pMcEbSw-3s0ZrIajhqdz7xdaHxDfImQJwNXTW68AVU6jkH4hY813YjNXgfjzAxtECpWf1QKPsW5pm8XPvgufXf0PF_jPk9vEDbsFkSFFA==&c=yS41U44_810fWCb0KgQcPgyIP9kqtj9M3XKO_EbuGVdS2wip5JTGPw==&ch=1HJvTDzDHahq2eDcZXETHHEzbr-Rc-TWLcgU-qlkdIAtStVOBt4L7w==
https://q4aehmdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlqURqO9jnmXqR_iRf57edeMbxmHWqjQa1YthmT9LF2aDP1EEtmsGMLx_B0zXbcFfadcJqQcfGd6LncAORm-Y99gOn_J6Prwxx8GS89OmwlxrOrw7ExzCmwUgS3YdsithEICrJzBft_bihwR2CY5JsJK-QVnBvEd1gMCANELnGjPtQktYBhfexjiC2SiSZVD67imdWfy181N5KrKkYqGveUtHVK6HYGvBTuHqntD-HCmhFtidWRbVc4p7wLzkpUiwoDRvzNIGHrMxQI9-JDNZM3TN4MKZnpluf6003TjjkMdsU9t1WzZtNcsxJ-Zi8_c2WZQ5uXwgXIrwU-2AbNAF0JkACLI-47gEQBAPiCU-zAuMsRnPB6oKByLcUtzu8bY0FCrRBRB_YVhf1esSdh34UbtyXVwa6ygpalEDQC4rc-XtSdKKLHWM02uBsx79MIZ-3vwdy8BCKqRE1mje3dOCB3Hz09CpLtpEH7GkALf-scDllK6o9-GxOU72utu5v0m00kR36Tuv20=&c=yS41U44_810fWCb0KgQcPgyIP9kqtj9M3XKO_EbuGVdS2wip5JTGPw==&ch=1HJvTDzDHahq2eDcZXETHHEzbr-Rc-TWLcgU-qlkdIAtStVOBt4L7w==
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Pet Blessing Box, Blue Ridge Opportunity Commission, North Wilkesboro

Supplies
Remember BROC is a drop off site for supplies to support hurricane relief in our tri county
area. Our staff has been in our mountain counties working diligently on repairing homes
and supporting those in need. Sending another load of supplies again today!

Pet Blessing Box
Our pet blessing box is open! Homeless/low income families can pick up blankets, food
bowls, pet toys, pet clothes, pet food, and children's books from Jessie's Place. This pet
blessing box is dedicated in memory of Jessie Marley, and is our way of trying to help
those pet owners in need. We know your pets are family to you. Anyone that wants to help
our effort please feel free to drop by and leave pet items for those in need.

From Community Action Opportunities

Pisgah View Head Start Staff Mary, Jen, Yesenia and FSA Leslie worked with Mercy Chef
and Earthfare to deliver both hot and frozen meals to families in need in Asheville.

Supplies
Received a large delivery of packaged meals for Head Start families plus diapers, water &
feminine products from Duke Energy

From WAMY



Widespread damage in the northwestern mountains

Appeal from Allison Jennings at WAMY:

The storm has left not only destruction but also despair, with hundreds of our community
members missing. We are committed to doing everything possible to aid in search efforts
and provide relief to those affected. The devastation has damaged homes and created
immediate financial emergencies for many low-income homeowners.

Your support is vital. By donating to WAMY, you can help us:

- Repair and restore homes for families in desperate need
- Provide emergency financial assistance for critical needs
-and so much more! We are currently a collection site for essential items
Each contribution directly impacts the lives of individuals and families, helping to restore
hope and provide stability. The need is urgent, and your generosity can be the driving
force behind our efforts to rebuild and reunite our community.

Please consider making a donation today at www.WAMY CommunityAction.org. Your
involvement can make all the difference in our mission to stand strong and united in the
face of adversity.

Thank you for your compassion and your commitment to making a positive impact.

Head Start Awareness Month
New School Year, New Momentum for Head Start!
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AWARENESS MONTH


https://q4aehmdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlqURqO9jnmXqR_iRf57edeMbxmHWqjQa1YthmT9LF2aDP1EEtmsGMLx_B0zXbcF0VMNFAkwNhdQMDX1vjGJ8N3UfmBrCI7OUUw7z-MQKY5YmgMFMPzcGB5ps5nV35jhbbHL9HAWb9qdhLGVSjsaK7j2ErvNMzYA-i773pMYoSaFmGAosk0umBz-Nb7Go3dOAnON3JRco3e2CdDAxB-7v4DgExzzno4Nvjl7HCM80HzIJdmmYlTrQutMsvT1OGAdtqBPCMkSuNByS5WEeLZjITartRvvSo12iyUWdkdekzudWqa3byyoAiti32Ioa-P3&c=yS41U44_810fWCb0KgQcPgyIP9kqtj9M3XKO_EbuGVdS2wip5JTGPw==&ch=1HJvTDzDHahq2eDcZXETHHEzbr-Rc-TWLcgU-qlkdIAtStVOBt4L7w==
https://q4aehmdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlqURqO9jnmXqR_iRf57edeMbxmHWqjQa1YthmT9LF2aDP1EEtmsGMLx_B0zXbcF0VMNFAkwNhdQMDX1vjGJ8N3UfmBrCI7OUUw7z-MQKY5YmgMFMPzcGB5ps5nV35jhbbHL9HAWb9qdhLGVSjsaK7j2ErvNMzYA-i773pMYoSaFmGAosk0umBz-Nb7Go3dOAnON3JRco3e2CdDAxB-7v4DgExzzno4Nvjl7HCM80HzIJdmmYlTrQutMsvT1OGAdtqBPCMkSuNByS5WEeLZjITartRvvSo12iyUWdkdekzudWqa3byyoAiti32Ioa-P3&c=yS41U44_810fWCb0KgQcPgyIP9kqtj9M3XKO_EbuGVdS2wip5JTGPw==&ch=1HJvTDzDHahq2eDcZXETHHEzbr-Rc-TWLcgU-qlkdIAtStVOBt4L7w==

WAGES, Inc., Head Start Program of
Excellence!

In September the National Head Start Association
recognized WAGES Head Start & Early Head Start as
one of 12 Head Start Programs of Excellence across the
country.

The Program of Excellence is awarded to top Head Start
and Early Head Start programs for delivering a well-
rounded classroom experience and comprehensive
services associated with robust positive outcomes to
children from birth to age five, their families, expectant
parents, and their communities.

We are so proud of the WAGES Head Start team and their
commitment to early childhood education.

Read more here:
https://nhsa.org/.../12-head-start-programs-earn-
program.../.

Family Engagement
Head Start Feature Photos from I-CARE
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Head Start Final Rule Released

On Wednesday, August 21, 2024, the Office of Head Start (OHS) released a final rule making
significant changes to the Head Start Program Performance Standards. The rule, Supporting the
Head Start Workforce and Consistent Quality Programming, addresses multiple standards
ranging from staff compensation and benefits to incident reporting requirements. Effective dates
for policy changes are staggered over the next seven years, with the first changes going into
effect on October 21, 2024. The rule is the culmination of a nine-month federal rulemaking
process, which began with OHS publishing proposed changes to the standards on November 20,
2023. Over 250 Community Action Agencies, Associations, and National Partners submitted a
set of public comments in January 2024 addressing that initial proposal.

More Information Here
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Weatherization

The NCCAA Energy team is working closely and diligently with all Community Action Agencies
that participate in the State Weatherization Assistance Program and that have received their fully
executed contracts and have vetted subcontractors. We're encouraging everyone to maximize
every opportunity by leveraging all of Duke Energy’s funding (where applicable) in as many
homes as possible, all while addressing the wait list that continues to increase.

We're developing innovative ways to utilize Duke Energy funding (Helping Home Fund, Duke
Energy Weatherization Carolinas/Progress) and teaming with two agencies, Johnston Lee
Harnett Community Action and Passage Homes Inc., in projects in their communities to assist
families in need.

Poverty Simulation

Twin Rivers YMCA in New Bern hosted us for a poverty simulation on September 17. Thank you
to Kelly Millington (Interim CEQ) and Erin Langley (Director of Mission Advancement) for hosting
us!


https://q4aehmdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlqURqO9jnmXqR_iRf57edeMbxmHWqjQa1YthmT9LF2aDP1EEtmsGFntBQMCV2L1cLzxvSBg_bdygwbji710EJxg1SvmqrpudQFgreVjR2574Qm_ME6UYQATvzE27y2yP2tSJUoVDbL-_5EqrbApIvjuwPs-_UHeq-Yelu8u2NGqNikH1a_wag==&c=yS41U44_810fWCb0KgQcPgyIP9kqtj9M3XKO_EbuGVdS2wip5JTGPw==&ch=1HJvTDzDHahq2eDcZXETHHEzbr-Rc-TWLcgU-qlkdIAtStVOBt4L7w==
https://q4aehmdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VlqURqO9jnmXqR_iRf57edeMbxmHWqjQa1YthmT9LF2aDP1EEtmsGFntBQMCV2L1cLzxvSBg_bdygwbji710EJxg1SvmqrpudQFgreVjR2574Qm_ME6UYQATvzE27y2yP2tSJUoVDbL-_5EqrbApIvjuwPs-_UHeq-Yelu8u2NGqNikH1a_wag==&c=yS41U44_810fWCb0KgQcPgyIP9kqtj9M3XKO_EbuGVdS2wip5JTGPw==&ch=1HJvTDzDHahq2eDcZXETHHEzbr-Rc-TWLcgU-qlkdIAtStVOBt4L7w==

HEAL NC Holds First Family Engagement Event

NC

NC Community Action Association

HEAL NC held its first Family Engagement Event in Goldsboro on 9/26, and each participant
created a vision board. Vision boards help people set clear goals and keep focused on reaching
them. Success Coach Arerel Belmer organized the event and shared her inspirational story as
part of the program. HEAL NC works with Head Start parents to provide intensive support to end
cycles of generational trauma that often occur in under resourced communities.
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WAGES and HEAL NC Plan Workshops to Help Team
Members Avoid Burnout
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WAGES and HEAL NC are offering workshops in Wayne County based in the Community
Resiliency Model (CRM), which teaches participants to re-set the natural balance of the nervous
system with easy-to-understand concepts that bring reliable relief. CRM helps people help
themselves and others. Beneficial to small teams and the general public, CRM helps navigate
life’s difficult situations.

More Information
Christina Watts
WAGES Community Engagement Coordinator
Email: cwatts@wagesnc.org
Phone: 919-731-9999 Ext. 212

Limited Time to Enroll in October Cohorts!

The NCCAA, in partnership with Southern University, continues to offer popular certificate
courses in Case Management and Head Start Family Engagement.
Please reach out if we can provide fliers for your distribution.

Read More About the Certificates at These Links:
Head Start
Case Management

Careers with the NCCAA Network
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Job Listing
STAFF ACCOUNTANT
BOOKKEEPER

The Staff Accountant/Bookkeeper will be responsi-
ble for maintaining accurate financial records,
ensuring compliance with accounting standards,
and supporting the financial operations of the orga-
nization.

This role involves a variety of accounting tasks,
including bookkeeping, financial reporting, budget-
ing, and assisting with audits. The ideal candidate
will have a strong background in accounting,
excellent organizational skills, and a passion for
nonprofit work.

Competitive pay and excellent benefits.

How to Apply: Interested professionals should provide
their resume and salary expectations by email only to
Jerome.Harper@nccaa.net.

The position will remain open until filled.

Job Listing
HEAL NC
SUCCESS COACH

The Success Coach implements key aspects of the
HEAL NC initiative, providing case management
and other resources for families. This position
provides education about Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACEs), and how resiliency skills can
help people of any age overcome the long-term
effects of trauma; staff training will be provided. The
Success Coach will also help identify community
partners that could benefit participant families.
Ultimately, this role will be on the leading edge of a
new, evidence-based model that may well become
a gold standard for anti-poverty programs.

Competitive pay and excellent benefits.

Interested professionals should provide their resume and
salary expectations by email only to
peg.morrison@nccaa.net.

The position will remain open until filled.

The position will remain open until filled.

Links to Career Pages in the NCCAA Network

(Link goes to home page when career page isn't offered)



Far West
Blue Ridge Community Action, Morganton
Blue Ridge Opportunity Commission Inc., N. Wilkesboro
Catawba County, Hickory
Community Action Opportunities, Asheville
Four Square Community Action, Inc., Murphy
Macon Program for Progress, Franklin
Mountain Projects, Waynesville
WAMY, Watauga, Avery, Mitchell and Yancey Counties

West
Charlotte Area Fund, Inc., Charlotte
Davidson County Community Action, Lexington
Experiments in Self-Reliance, Inc., Winston-Salem
Gaston Community Action, Inc., Gastonia
I-Care, Inc., Statesville
Salisbury-Rowan Community Action, Salisbury
Sandhills Community Action Program, Southern Pines
Union County Community Action, Monroe
Yadkin Co. Economic Development District, Boonville

Central
Alamance Co. Community Services Agency, Burlington
Central Piedmont Community Action, Durham area
Franklin-Vance-Warren Opportunity, Inc., Henderson
Johnston Lee Harnett Community Action, Inc., Smithfield
Passage Home, Wake Co.
Southeastern Community Action Partnership, Lumberton
Telamon, Raleigh
Welfare Reform Liaison Project, Greensboro

East
Action Pathways, Fayetteville
Choanoke Area Development Assoc., Rich Square
Coastal Community Action, Newport
Economic Improvement Council, Edenton
Eastern Carolina Human Services Agency, Jacksonville
Greene Lamp, Inc., Kinston
NEW Community Action, Rocky Mount
Wayne Action Group for Economic Solvency (WAGES), Inc., Goldsboro

Share your community action career opportunities on our web page and have them
distributed to 7000+ emails through the NCCAA newsletter! Send your job listings to
communications@nccaa.net.

We Want Your Stories!

Working together to share the impact of Community Action
Does your Community Action Agency have impactful content to share? Let's collaborate. The
NCCAA develops creative content year-round to celebrate, educate and inform. Let's amplify the

voices of organizations in our network! Let's share the impactful work of community action and
tell the stories of our clients! Reach out for collaboration: communications@nccaa.net.

Share Community Action News with a Friend

As a member of the NCCAA community, we work to empower low-income families, change
people's lives for the better and improve the communities we serve. We are all dedicated to
helping people help themselves and each other. Please take a moment and forward this news to
a co-worker and grow the community of professionals dedicated to this important work.

Click to Sign Up

Follow the NCCAA: o @ @

North Carolina Community Action Association | 4428 Louisburg Rd, Suite 101 | Raleigh, NC 27616
us
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