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All Things Judicial Interviews Rufus Edmisten
Regarding the 50th Anniversary of

the Watergate Committee's Final Report

RALEIGH  —  On  the  latest  episode  of  All  Things
Judicial, we welcome Rufus Edmisten who served as
the deputy chief  counsel  for the Senate  Watergate
Committee (1973-74). The Committee's final report,
released on June 27, 1974, was partly responsible for
the resignation of President Richard Nixon on August
9, 1974. On the podcast,  Edmisten reflects on the
high-profile nature of his work on the Committee, his
relationship with Committee Chairman U.S. Senator
Sam Ervin,  and recounts  the  history-defining  moment  in  which  he  personally
delivered the subpoena to the White House for Nixon's secret Oval Office tapes. 

"I knew it was going to be a big day, and when I got (to the White House) I read
the subpoena title but then did a little impish thing too," said Edmisten on the
podcast. "I had a little U.S. Constitution in my back pocket that Senator Ervin
used to carry around, and something about my Boone upbringing said, 'whip that
baby out on them.' So I pulled it out of my right back pocket and said, 'I heard
you need one of these down here too.'"

Rufus L. Edmisten was born and raised in Boone, North Carolina, and earned an
undergraduate degree from UNC-Chapel Hill and a Juris Doctor from the George
Washington  University  Law  Center  in  Washington,  DC.  He  served  as  North
Carolina  Secretary  of  State,  North  Carolina  Attorney  General,  and  was  the
Democratic nominee for Governor in 1984. He is currently a lawyer in private
practice.

The interview was conducted by North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
Communications Director Graham Wilson. 

MORE INFORMATION

All Things Judicial  is a podcast about the important role of the North Carolina
Judicial Branch in state government. The podcast follows a bi-monthly release
schedule with each new episode available for download every other Wednesday
and can be found on all podcast apps and on NCcourts.gov.

###

About North Carolina Judicial Branch
The North Carolina Judicial Branch is an equal and distinctively separate branch
and core function of  government.  More than 7,400 Judicial  Branch employees
statewide  administer  justice  in  courthouses  in  North  Carolina's  100  counties.
The Judicial Branch budget for FY 2022–23 was $712.8M, 87% of which is used to
pay salaries and 11.5% is used for operations. The Judicial Branch receives only
2.64% of the overall State budget.

About North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts
The  North  Carolina  Administrative  Office  of  the  Courts  (NCAOC)  is  the
administrative  agency  for  the  North  Carolina  Judicial  Branch,  providing
administrative services to help the North Carolina court  system operate more
efficiently and effectively, taking into account each courthouse's diverse needs,
caseloads, and available resources.
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